GE Day of Teaching: Leading Discussion Sections – First Day Prep Worksheet 

Opening — introduce yourself
Fill in your own first-day introduction:

My name is _____________________, and I'm in this field because _____________________.

One thing about me as a teacher/learner: _____________________.

One thing I'm looking forward to about this class: _____________________.

Learning about your students
What's one way you'll find out something real about who's in the room — goals, prior experience, what's confusing them?


Community building — pick one to try
1. Have students introduce themselves with a short prompt (e.g., “who I am, where I am, how I am,” or one fun thing they've learned to do)
1. Form small groups that meet consistently through the term (cooperative base groups)
1. Share how and when students can reach you, and what to expect from your response time
1. Invite students to share preferred names/pronouns, and model using them
1. Chat informally before/after class or during breaks

Which one, and how will you actually run it on day one?


AI consideration
Is this about how you'll use AI in your own prep/grading (if applicable), how you'll talk to students about the course's AI policy, or something else? Name one concrete thing you'll do or say.





Wrap-up plan
How will you close section — summary, preview of what's next, a moment for questions? What's the last thing students hear from you?
Potential discussion questions, if you want a few in your back pocket:
1. Check understanding: “In your own words, what's the core idea here?”
1. Connect to purpose: “Why does this matter for [the bigger course question]?”
1. Apply it: “Where else have you seen this show up?”
1. Get another angle: “Who might disagree, and why?”

Formative check
Pick one low-stakes way to check whether students got what they needed today:
1. Muddiest point — what's still unclear?
1. One-minute paper — 60 seconds, one sentence on what stood out
1. Predict-then-check — how confident did they feel before an activity, what surprised them after
1. A quick ungraded verbal check on where the room is

What will you ask?


