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A Word About Ordering a Paragraph …
You may have heard about funnels and pyramids. They represent either deductive (funnel) or inductive (pyramid) forms, which are not the only ways to shape a paragraph. It really depends on your strategy, which, itself, depends on your reading of the audience. Here are some different kinds of paragraphs you might deploy in your writing:

[image: Logo, calendar

Description automatically generated]
*One thing to remember is that you’ll have to LINEARALIZE these forms to fit the reading experience. This comes from Oliver Caviglioli’s Dual Coding for Teachers (John Catt Educational, 2019)

The Actual Writing Process from Rough Draft to Polished Final
This is not meant to be a Step-By-Step guide, but a Process Map for understanding all of the pieces of a complete process. The reality is that you’ll skip steps, things might be in a different order for you, or that specific areas of a piece of writing develop along different timelines. That’s okay. The point is that you have a general understanding of the entire process, from beginning to end, so you can adjust to fit a timeline, that you can get a clearer idea of where you are in the writing process, and that the process can adjust to accommodate your process and your thinking.

	
	What you’re trying to say
	Pivot toward Linearity
	What a reader needs to hear

	
	Prewriting
	Drafting Your Ideas
	Plan for the Final Copy
	Rewriting the Piece
	Revising the Rewrite
	Refine the Revision

	What you need done before you start
	· Daily Writing
· SPAM AV to focus and as self-diagnostic
	· Prewriting
· Daily Writing
	· Rough draft
· Do the Math
· Feedback
	· Rhetorical map
· Daily Writing
	· Rewritten Draft
· Daily Writing
	· Revised Draft
· Feedback
· Daily Writing
· Order of operations

	Minimum elements
needed to begin
	· Subject
· Audience
	· Subject
· Purpose
· Audience
	· Subject
· Purpose
· Audience, refined
· Working argument
	· The rhetorical moves from paragraph to paragraph
· Argument refined
· Examples
· Evidence
· Proofs
· Citations
	· The Refined Rhetorical Structure
· Refined Argument
· Evidence and Proofs finalized
· Citations completed
	· Rhetorical refinement

	What you’re searching for & hope to have by the end
	· Purpose, at least
· Maybe a working argument
	· Argument, at least
	· Plan of the structure based on Argument and Audience
	· Complete draft with rough rhetorical structure
	· Rhetorical strategy, paragraph by paragraph
· Addressing the cognitive gaps
	· Sentence-by-sentence rhetorical shape
· Expert feedback

	Strategies you’ll use
	· Timed trials
· Looping as in Mike’s IP4AA (Instant Pot for Argument Acquisition)
	· Circular writing strategies that you typically use to draft
· Timed writing
· Task switching
	· After-the-fact outline
· The Math
· Focus on topic sentence
	· After-the-after-the-fact outline
	· Transitions between sections and paragraphs
· Incorporate feedback response
	· In-paragraph rhetorical mapping
· In-paragraph transitions

	Activities you’ll engage in
	· Journaling
· Brainstorming
· Categorizing and Reorganizing
· Looping
· Diagraming
· Early feedback
· Cubing, etc.
	· Looping
· Circular writing, attempts at linearity
· Get Feedback at end of this
	· SPAM AV, again
· Know audience
· Rhetorical mapping
· Gather additional evidence, example, proofs, citations
	· Use the Plan of the structure and After-the-after-the-fact outline to rewrite
· Grammar
	· Topic Sentences
· Order of Operations
· Grammar
· Get Feedback at end of this
	· Grammar
· Transition
· Order of Operations
· Feedback

	Minimum Goal
	· Subject
· Purpose
· Audience
· Argument would be nice though not required
	· Draft with a beginning, middle, and end
· Feedback
	· Working plan for the structure
· Usually in the form of an outline
	· Refined Argument and basic proofs
· Beginning of Rhetorical Structure
· Efficient Writing
	· Efficient Writing
· Maybe Elegant Writing
	· Elegant Writing
· Maybe Engaging and Powerful Writing



Do the Math
You’re writing an article for a journal with a 5,000 word cap. If a well-developed paragraph is roughly 200 to 250 words, that means you’ll have 20 to 25 paragraphs total (and you’ll have to subtract paragraphs for tables, charts, graphs, and graphics, accordingly). You also know your writing, so, if you tend to write in the 300-range, adjust your paragraph numbers down.

In this example, we’ll figure an article with just text. You’ll likely want 2 paragraphs for an introduction and another paragraph for the conclusion. This leaves you between 18 and 23 paragraphs to make all of your rhetorical moves to get your audience to your Purpose.

This is where you begin to devise the structure of the argument. How, in 18 to 23 paragraphs, will you state, explain, and prove your argument to your audience? At this point, you may want to just imagine a general audience, without regard to who will be reading. But if you’ve done the SPAM AV Worksheet, then you probably have an idea of who your audience is, and their general disposition to your Subject, Purpose, and Argument. The point, here, is that if you know you have 18-23 individual steps to manipulate your reader into position to achieve your purpose, you can better plan the Rewrite. It’s not difficult to begin. It just takes a little getting into the process.

Order of Operations example
Passive verbs
Adverb containment
Transitions and Topic sentences
Concluding sentences
S-V-O relationship and Clauses
Nominalizations
Prepositions
Pronouns

Central Argument
While the process of thinking and drafting are circular, reading, by its very nature, is linear. Because the mismatch between the circularity of drafting and the linearity of reading lies at the heart of the writing process, more than any other factor, this seeming contradiction explains the difficulty academic authors face in writing polished scholarship. I believe that efforts to write, our strategies and techniques, therefore, must account for this mismatch. It would not be inaccurate to say that the scholarly writing process, from draft to rewrite to revision to refinement, is a process of converting the circular into the linear and that the struggle to produce elegant and engaging scholarly prose is most often marked by this conflict between the two — the circularity of thinking and the linearity of reading.
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CHUNK

Tree Diagram

The quintessential hearchical structure, used for everything
from management to animal taxonomies. Their only problem
isthe space it needs at is base as it broadens.

Mind Map

Once the hippies' map of choice, ts organic zesthetic
disguises the fact that it is merely a tree diagram radiantly
emanating from a central point. This solves the space issue.
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Concept Map

Hierarchica, connected mini-sentences, of subject-verb-
object structure, form the basis of concept maps. They are
very precise and, therefore, quite diffcut to create

ORGANISING THE GRAPHIC ORGANISERS

T
COMPARE

Venn Diagram

The visual depiction of set theory. Agreed attributes
determine inclusion n a set. An overlap of circles highlights
the similarities.

Double Spray

Like a Venn diagram, the double spray shows which
attributes are different and which are shared. The central,
linked features highlight the similarities.
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Crossed Continua

Used to compare two or more topics against

two sets of citeria each on a continuum. Placing the topics
against these two continua immediately reveals differences,
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Flow Chart

The simplest way to show the flow of a process by a seres of
factorsor events oined by arows. oo many such nodes
makes understanding more difficult
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Cycle
The same as a flow chart but instead of a one-way direction, a
cycles established
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Flow Spray

Too many nodes make flow charts overly complex. Breaking it
down toits main events and showing the attached subsidiary
ones retains clarity.

DUAL CODING WITH TEACHERS

For step-by-step guides to
constructing the graphic organisers
seen below,read the book above.

CAUSE & EFFECT

Input-Output Diagram

Multple factors are involved in cause and effct dynamic
Thisdiagram allows you to show them centred around a
catalyst.
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Fishbone Diagram

Situations are rarely explained by a simpleline of causes
In such cases, causes are chunked into similar themes to
indicate a more subtle sphere of influence.
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Relations Diagram

Thisresembles a concept map but s not ierarchcal and is
only relted to causal links. Any actor can infiuence another.
The linked arows indicate the line of influence. This can be
specifed vith a verb.





